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KILDARE COUNTY COUNCIL  

Minutes of meeting of Council 

held at 2.00pm 

Monday 26 February 2018  

Áras Chill Dara, Devoy Park, Naas, Co Kildare. 

 

Members Present: Councillor M Miley Jnr (Mayor), Councillors A Breen, F Brett, A Breslin, K 

Byrne, B Caldwell, D Callaghan, M Coleman, R Cronin, I Cussen, M Dalton, S 

Doyle, T Durkan, D Fitzpatrick,  B Hillis, I Keatley, C Kelly, P Kennedy, A 

Larkin, M Lynch, M McCabe, P McEvoy, J McGinley, F McLoughlin Healy, S 

Moore, T Murray, J Neville, N O’Cearúil, S O’Neill, J Pender, R Power, S 

Power, T Redmond, D Scully, M Stafford, M Wall, P Ward, B Weld and B 

Young  

 

Apologies:             Councillor M Aspell 

 

Also Present: Mr P Carey, Chief Executive, Messrs J Boland, T McDonnell, P Minnock, N 

Morrissey and Ms S Kavanagh (Directors of Services), Ms F Millane (A/Head 

of Finance), Ms M McIvor (Meetings Administrator), Ms K Keane (Meetings 

Secretary) and other officials. 

 

 

01/0218   

Vote of Sympathy 

The Mayor welcomed the members to the meeting and extended his sympathy to the families of 

the late: 

 

Mr Nicholas Hoey, father of Enda Hoey, Site Manager/Senior Executive Scientist. Kerdiffstown 

 

Mr Tom Boland, husband of Mary Boland retired Community Warden, Athy. 

 

Mr Conor O'Brien, Leixlip Tidy Towns  
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A minute’s silence was observed. 

 

02/0218 

Adoption of minutes 

The council considered the minutes of the monthly meeting of 29 January 2018, together with the 

progress report. 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Wall, seconded by Councillor Redmond the minutes of the 

monthly meeting of 29 January 2018, be adopted and the progress report noted. 

 

03/0218 

To note Chief Executives monthly management report 

The members noted the Chief Executives monthly management report. 

Resolved that the Chief Executives monthly management report be noted. 

 

04/0218 

Severe Weather Update 

Mr T McDonnell, Director of Service briefed the members in relation to the severe weather, 

confirming the Severe Weather Assessment Team (SWAT) and the Management Team had met 

that morning to discuss the matter. He confirmed the press release issued last Friday 23 February 

had included all relevant details in relation to the arrangements that are in place to deal with the 

severe weather.  In relation to the homeless, Mr McDonnell confirmed the Peter McVerry trust has 

issued a statement with regard to the facilities that are being made available noting Kildare County 

Council will be directing any rough sleepers to the McVerry trust facility in Newbridge confirming 

beds will be provided. Mr McDonnell confirmed the contact number for the council during office 

hours and outside of office hours and following an enquiry, confirmed emergency accommodation 

would be provided throughout the day also.  

 

Mr N Morrissey, Director of Service confirmed the SWAT team brings together all sections of the 

council and stated they had formally activated the Severe Weather Plan that morning.    

He confirmed the Roads Department, the Fire Service and the Civil Defence are all ready to 

respond and that discussions have taken place with the army around the availability of their staff 

and vehicles if needed.  Mr Morrissey confirmed Transport Infrastructure Ireland are responsible 

for clearing the motorways and noted management team and the Severe Weather Assessment 
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Team would be meeting again tomorrow and the members and the Kildare public will be kept 

updated at all times.  Following enquiries in relation to bridges in particular in Sallins and Leixlip, 

Mr Morrissey confirmed the Municipal District Engineers are aware of these areas and are 

prepared.  He also stated he would be doing a piece on Kildare FM in the morning.  

 

05/0218 

To consider the Draft Annual Service Delivery Plan 2018 

Ms McIvor, Meetings Administrator outlined the requirement to prepare an Annual Service Delivery 

Plan is as set out under Section 50 of the Local Government Reform Act 2014. She confirmed the 

plan outlined objectives for service delivery for the year across the 11 service areas confirming its 

adoption is a reserved function.  

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Fitzpatrick seconded by Councillor Keatley and agreed by  

all members present to approve the Draft Annual Service Delivery Plan 2018. 

 

06/0218 

To receive a presentation from Pride of Place winners – Barrettstown  

The Mayor welcomed Ms Dee Ahearn, Mr John Fitzgerald and Ms Jane Leavy to the meeting and 

congratulated them again on their recent achievement on winning the special award in the Pride of 

Place Competition. Ms Ahearn thanked the Mayor and members for their invitation to the meeting 

and thanked Kildare County Council for nominating them for this award.  

 

Ms Ahearn began by saying Barrettstown was founded by the late Hollywood actor and 

philanthropist Paul Newman in 1994 confirming they are a member camp of the Serious Fun 

Childrens Network.  She stated that since it began, they have served over 40,000 campers with 

the assistance of 15,000 wonderful volunteers. Ms Ahearn outlined the role of Barrettstown plays 

in the lives of sick children stating their programmes run all year round and include family weekend 

programmes, family bereavement programmes and stated a hospital outreach programme was 

commenced in 2012. She stated all these programmes are free of charge for the families. 

 

Ms Ahearn confirmed they had a strategic review in 2012 out of which came an organizational 

review of all areas and the realization they had to operate more like a business confirming that 

currently, it takes €5 million a year to run the facility.  Ms Ahearn outlined the level of governance 

in place.  She went on to detail the strategy in place for the years ahead called Master Action Plan 
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(MAP) 2020 confirming this strategy has 4 pillars; to create more Barrettstown magic through year 

round residential camps and the expansion of their Hospital Outreach Programme, ensuring long 

term financial sustainability, striving for operational excellence by continually improving processes 

and enabling talent to deliver to their full potential. She stated Barrettstown appreciate all the 

support and assistance Kildare County Council has given them over the years and looks forward 

to continued support into the future.   

 

The Mayor thanked Ms Ahearn for her presentation and for all the amazing work she and the team 

in Barrettstown do on a daily basis stating the end product is so important made all the more 

impressive as is being done with only 2.7% funding from the HSE.  The members all wished to be 

associated with the Mayors comments in wishing Ms Ahearn and her team well in the future. The 

Chief Executive congratulated Ms Ahearn, Mr Fitzgerald and Ms Leavy stating Barrettstown is a 

very special place that we should be hugely proud of. He stated it was Kildare County Councils 

absolute honor to nominate them for their award and wanted to assure them of the councils every 

support into the future.  

 

07/0218 

Gnó and Mhéara/Mayors Business  

The Mayor thanked the members of the Greise Youth Theatre Group for their earlier performance. 

He thanked Ms Leish Burke Artistic Director and the members of the group in attendance: Aoife 

Barrett, Nigel Barrett, Hannah Bevan, James Gillespie, Wiliam McCabe, Shannon O’Doherty, 

Hannah O’Grady, Kai Ryan and supervisor, Niamh Corcoran for their wonderful performance 

which retold the story of the proclamation but adapting it to include the challenges faced by young 

adults in the modern day. He confirmed this was an original piece written especially for Culture 

Night 2016 to mark the 1916 centenary.  He complimented the group and Ms Leish Burke, Artistic 

Director for all her work with the Theatre Group for the 19 years it has been in operation.  He 

stated it was an amazing facility which encourages everyone from the age of 6 upwards to 

participate and which gives children and young adults the space to develop, be encouraged and 

build their confidence in a safe and friendly environment. 

 

The Mayor confirmed he had attended the recent launch of the Tidy Towns initiative by Mr Johnny 

Doyle and Mr J Boland, Director of Service. He also attended the launch of the Princess Leah 

fundraiser in Nurney. 
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Mayor Miley attended the Chamber of Commerce networking event in the K-Club noting 

representation from 31 ambassadors of business from around the world.  He also attended the 

opening of two housing developments, in Monasterevan and Kilcock, and complimented the staff 

of Kildare County Council for all their work in this regard as both developments were exemplary.  

 

The Mayor confirmed that Kildare Sports Partnership had launched Kildare as a "Healthy County" 

with Catriona McKiernan as the key note speaker which was a very successful evening which he 

was very glad to be a part of.  

 

Mayor Miley confirmed Deputy Mayor Daragh Fitzpatrick had attended the launch of the Primary 

Care Centre in the Bawnogues in Kilcock that morning which was opened by Minister for Health 

Mr Simon Harris. 

 

The Mayor concluded by stating he had visited the new library in Athy during the week and 

thanked the Library staff for the great work they are doing there, noting the official opening is due 

to take place on Thursday 01 March but noted this will be weather dependant.  He also 

complimented Ms Brigid Loughlin, Heritage Officer for organising the national seminar for Heritage 

Officers in Solas Bhríde in Kildare last week.    

 

08/0218 

Comhfhreagras/Correspondence 

The Meetings Administrator confirmed four items of correspondence had been received, three 

motion resolutions from other local authorities and Circular LG01/2018 Expenses and Allowances 

for Local Authority members which were circulated to the members with the progress report.  

 

09/0218 

Comhdhálacha agus Traenáil/Conferences and Training 

The Meetings Administrator referred to the report dated 26 February 2018 circulated to the 

members. 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor McEvoy seconded by Councillor Dalton and agreed by all 

members present that having regard to Section 142(5) of the Local Government Act 2001, as 

amended by Section 53(2) of the Local Government Reform Act 2014, retrospective approval is 
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granted for the attendance of Councillors Weld, Keatley and Brett at the AILG Module 1 training in 

the Mullingar Park Hotel, Mullingar on 22 February 2018. 

 

10/0218 

To consider the Draft Flag Policy 

Ms McIvor, Meetings Administrator confirmed that the draft policy outlined the proposed council 

practise in relation to the flying of flag at all council owned public buildings, including the decision 

making process for requests relating to same. She confirmed the policy had been discussed and 

agreed by the Protocol Committee and recommended by the Corporate Policy Group. Ms McIvor 

noted the issue of illumination of the national flag at Áras Chill Dara had been raised and accepted 

that the existing arrangement was not suitable and that an alternative location for the flag pole is 

being examined. Councillor McEvoy asked that the policy take account of flag flying for other 

events within the mandate of local government such as Heritage week, Local Enterprise week, 

Bike week etc. Ms McIvor confirmed this could be included in the policy.  

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor McCabe seconded by Councillor Moore and agreed by all 

members present to approve the Draft Flag Policy to include an amendment to allow for the flying 

of flags for other events within the mandate of local government. 

 

11/0218 

To note the NOAC Report on Performance in Local Authorities 2016 

Councillor Pender outlined a number of queries she had in relation to the Housing indicators 

around inspections of registered landlords. Mr McDonnell, Director of Service noted he had 

answered the majority of Councillor Pender’s queries under separate cover but did outline that if 

there are difficulties encountered with a landlord, the local authority can issue an improvement 

notice or refuse to renew the contract.  In relation to Councillor Pender’s queries on the Roads 

indicators, Mr N Morrissey confirmed the information around amounts per Municipal District on 

pavement spend could be made available to the members.  

Resolved with the agreement of the members present, that the report be noted.  
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12/0218 

To receive report for the Chair of the Transportation, Safety and Emergency Services 

Strategic Policy Committee 

Councillor Darren Scully confirmed that Mr Bill Clear had recently joined the SPC and that at their 

last meeting, they were provided with a detailed update on the major roads projects around the 

county. He confirmed Building and Development Control had moved directorate and now formed 

part of the Transportation directorate and confirmed Councillor Padraig McEvoy had taken over 

the role of Chair of the Cycling Forum. He stated that Mr M Hurley, Health and Safety Officer had 

attended the last SPC meeting to give a presentation on access and disability and had confirmed 

that a pilot would take place in Maynooth using pay parking surplus funds. 

Councillor Scully confirmed they had received an update from the Road Safety and Cycling Forum 

and an update on Rural Transport. He also confirmed that following the the motion referral from 

Councillor O’Neill around the use of painted roadside bollards outside schools, this had been 

considered by the SPC who were in favour of such an initiative and agreed to run a pilot in Naas. 

Councillor Scully concluded by confirming the SPCs remit is in considering policy matters only. 

 

13/0218 

To consider the Chief Executive’s Report to An Bord Pleanála on the proposed 

Strategic Infrastructure Development application of Bord Na Mona 

The Director of Planning and Strategic Development, Mr P Minnock stated that a comprehensive 

report had been issued, a copy of which was distributed to the members. The main points of 

concern are: the development is not in accordance with our County Development Plan 2017-2013, 

the volume of heavy goods vehicles traffic, issues with regard to the disposal of waste closest to it 

origin ie. the proximity principle, and the adequacy of the information in the Environmental Impact 

Assessment report. 

 

The following comments were made by the members: 

Councillor Rob Power acknowledged it was a strong report and stated that the road network was 

not suitable for the significant strains the development would cause. He did not believe the trucks 

are using the designated haulage routes. He asked if there was any way to monitor that the 

correct routes that are being used. Departures from the planned haulage routes increased risk 

especially when transporting hazardous waste. 
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Councillor Padraig McEvoy stated there was an unauthorised site in the vicinity of the waste 

facility being used as storage for HGVs overnight. He asked that the Maynooth MD technology roll 

out be included and that there is tracking in compliance Suggested rewording of this line - He also 

asked that there be some form of technology rolled out to monitor and ensure compliance with the 

haul routes). 

Councillor Darragh Fitzpatrick asked for measures to be taken in pressure areas along the 

haulage routes. He noted that in Killinagh, the school principle has requested traffic calming 

measures as she has serious concerns regarding HGV traffic passing the school and asked that 

this be included as an objective. 

Councillor Brendan Weld stated that the bridges and the road networks to be used were not up to 

standard for the volume and weight of the HGVs. A substantial levy on each tonne of rubbish 

should be applied and used for road repairs. He said that the onus should be put on Bord na Mona 

to clean up haulage route as the road from Allenwood to the Drehid facility has a lot of rubbish on 

it. There was a need to clamp down on the unauthorised site for parking lorries at night.  The 

money available to communities within 9km is welcome but the effect of the waste facility is 

spreading noting some English tourists left the region recently due to the odour. There was also a 

concern with fly infestation. 

Councillor Mark Stafford stated that he had concerns about the dwellings that are in close 

proximity to the entrance of the facility as they are being damaged.  He also stated that while we 

need to improve the road networks we also need to look at the issue of drivers’ safety. Good site 

lines with hedges cut back are required. Safety should be for all road users including pedestrians 

and HGV drivers.  Staggering the opening hours of the waste facility would remove lorries from the 

road at school times, consideration could also be given to opening the facility at 7am and provide 

canteen facilities to encourage drivers to arrive early. 

Councillor Fintan Brett stated that the Thomastown Road had been closed for upgrade due to 

bridge damage and no financial contribution had been received from Bord Na Mona to repair it. He 

expressed his concern that reference is being made to Caragh Bridge being being used 

temporarily for HGV’s as this should not be part of the haul route and the residents of Caragh, 

Sallins, Prosperous and Millicent are being affected. There should be a policy polluter pays. 
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Councillor Tim Durkan stated that HGV’s should have a 60kpm limit as even when empty they can 

cause damage and noise. He also stated there should be a tonnage levy. 

Councillor Reada Cronin said that the odour is appalling and this will increase.  She suggested 

fitting trucks with speed limiter/restrictors. 

Councillor Brendan Young was concerned by the reference on page 20 to 85,000 tonnes coming 

from other areas, 34,500 tonnes being from contaminated soils. He stated the strategy is to 

provide for the processing of hazardous waste and that having two types of waste going into one 

facility seems problematic. 

Councillor Morgan McCabe said that the speed of trucks using the routes is extremely dangerous 

and noted the changing of the opening hours would require public submissions which cannot be 

made now. 

Councillor Suzanne Doyle stated that following what happened at Kerdiffstown, Kildare County 

Council needs to ensure that sufficient bonds are in place.  She also noted that due to our close 

proximity to Dublin, we will be taking rubbish from Dublin and that we need to make a case to 

Central Government in this regard. 

Mr P Minnock, Director of Planning and Strategic Development, confirmed the comments of the 

members had been noted and would be attached to the Chief Executives report to go to the 

Board, closing date 09 March, which would then be circulated to the members.  

 

14/0218 

To commence statutory public consultation process in respect of Draft Kildare 

County Council Cemetery Byelaws 2018 

Mr Liam Dunne, Senior Executive Officer outlined the requirement to make Byelaws under Section 

199 of the Local Government Act 2001 (as amended) for the Regulation of Cemeteries in the 

control or in the ownership of Kildare County Council.  

Resolved with the agreement of the members present to commence the statutory public 

consultation process in respect of Draft Kildare County Council Cemetry Byelaws 2018. 
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15/0218 

To receive report from the Chair of the Local Community and Cultural Strategic 

Policy Committee 

Councillor Byrne confirmed that at the last Community and Culture SPC meeting they had 

received a presentation from Citywide Drugs, an update on the Kildare Culture & Creative Strategy 

2018-2022 from Ms Lucina Russell Arts Officer, an update on the Twinning Policy from Ms AM 

Conneeley, A/Senior Executive Officer and an update on the County Play Strategy from Mr S 

Wallace, Senior Parks Superintendent. Councillor Byrne confirmed the 2018 work programme had 

been agreed to include the Healthy Ireland Fund Programme, Kildare Sports Partnership Strategic 

Plan 2017 – 20121, Kildare Age Friendly Strategy 2019-2021, County Heritage Plan, Library 

Development Plan, Rural Transport Strategy and the Decade of Commemoration Strategy. 

 

16/0218 

To consider the Draft Kildare Culture and Creative Strategy 2018-2022 

Ms Marian Higgins, County Librarian introduced the Draft Kildare Culture and Creative Strategy 

2018-2022, for the Creative Ireland Programme in Kildare County Council. She confirmed it had 

been agreed by the Community and Cultural Strategic Policy Committee and recommended by the 

Corporate Policy Group. 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Kelly seconded by Councillor Wall and agreed by  

all members present to approve the Draft Kildare Culture and Creative Strategy 2018-2022. 

 

17/0218 

To consider the Draft Arts Development Plan 2018-2022 

Ms Lucina Russell, Arts Officer introduced the Draft Arts Development Plan 2018-2022, sub-

heading title Short Grass Stories, which was to further develop an Arts Service for Kildare County 

Council which supports a vibrant arts infrastructure that reaffirms the intrinsic value of the arts, 

enables public engagement and nurtures the artist. She confirmed it had been agreed by the 

Community and Cultural Strategic Policy Committee and recommended by the Corporate Policy 

Group. 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Kelly seconded by Councillor Wall and agreed by  

all members present to approve the Draft Arts Development Plan 2018-2022. 
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18/0218 

To consider the Draft Civic Memorial Policy 

Ms Marian Higgins, County Librarian introduced the Draft Civic Memorial Policy stating the policy 

sets out the process by which Kildare County Council will consider the commemoration of events 

or individuals who have shaped the county, either by the naming of infrastructure or by the 

installation of monuments, memorials and plagues in the public domain. She confirmed it had 

been agreed by the Community and Cultural Strategic Policy Committee and recommended by the 

Corporate Policy Group. 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Keatley seconded by Councillor Kennedy and agreed by  

all members present to approve the Draft Civic Memorial Policy. 

 

19/0218 

County Development Plan Core Strategy 

The following motion referral from the Celbridge-Leixlip Municipal District was considered. 

That this municipal district, in recognition that the County Development Plan (CDP) Core Strategy 

has assigned 20.2% of the 35% of housing for the metropolitan area to the Celbridge and Leixlip 

areas, moves to have the County Development Plan varied to reduce this percentage. 

 

The motion was proposed by Councillor Cussen and seconded by Councillor Caldwell. 

 

A report from Ms V Cooke, A/Senior Executive Officer stated the 20.2% combined growth 

allocation for Celbridge (10%) and Leixlip (10.2%), are established in the Kildare County 

Development Plan 2017-2023, and are based on their respective status as Large Growth Town II 

(Leixlip) and Moderate Sustainable Growth Town (Celbridge) under the Regional Planning 

Guidelines and their position within the Metropolitan Area of Dublin. 

The Local Area Plans for these towns are required to be consistent with the Core Strategy of the 

Kildare County Development Plan 2017-2023, which in turn must comply with the Regional 

Planning Guidelines. The Regional Spatial and Economic Strategies (RSES) will replace the 

RPGs in time and will address among other things, population targets. The RSES will have regard 

to the recently published National Planning Framework.  
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Any proposed variation to the County Development Plan is premature pending the adoption of the 

RSES for the Eastern and Midland Assembly area and the Metropolitan Area Strategic Plan 

(MASP) for Dublin which will be prepared in tandem with and as part of the RSES. 

Councillor Cussen outlined her concerns to include the fact that Leixlip is being required to take 

10% of the 35% housing requirement for the metropolitan areas of Celbridge and Leixlip. 

Councillor Larkin stated there is a lot of anger locally on this issue given the Celbridge-Leixlip 

Municipal District is the smallest municipal district measuring just 5km in width. Councillor Caldwell 

referred to the lack of transport services in the area and stated this is a serious concern and the 

transport providers need to come on board. The Chief Executive stated that the report outlined the 

position clearly and reminded the members that the local authority operates within a legal 

framework at all times and that this request was premature pending the review of the Regional 

Spatial and Economic Strategies.  

The Mayor asked that the members vote on the motion. 

Resolved with 8 members voting in favour of the proposal, 23 members voting against the 

proposal and 2 abstentions, the motion fell.   

 

Tairisceana Reatha Feidhmeanna na Comhairle Contae 

Current Motions Kildare County Council Functions 

20/0218 

Report on bicycle and car park spaces which support a change in commuter transport 

modes 

The following motion in the name of Councillors McEvoy, Kennedy, Larkin, Murray and McCabe 

was considered. 

That the council collate a report on bicycle and car park spaces which support a change in 

commuter transport modes to bus and rail services (“Park & Ride”); and outline a strategy, in 

partnership with public transport service providers, to develop commuter parking units/spaces 

alongside smart sensor information systems as a meaningful climate change mitigation action. 

The motion was proposed by Councillor McEvoy and seconded by Councillor Larkin. 
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A report from Ms E Wright, Senior Executive Officer, Roads Transportation and Public Safety 

Department stated Kildare County Council currently provides circa 1,200 off-street pay parking 

spaces in support of long-stay parking and commuter parking in Kildare, Newbridge, Naas, Athy, 

Maynooth, Celbridge and Leixlip. Additional park and ride facilities are now at an advanced 

planning stage at Castledermot and Kilcock, and additional off-street parking has been identified at 

Naas, Sallins and Maynooth. These initiatives will deliver an additional 200 car parking spaces. 

Irish Rail advised at a recent meeting that the car park at Kildare Rail Station is at ~70% 

occupancy and a survey of the car park is underway to maximise parking to meet future demand 

from commuters. Irish Rail is also undertaking a feasibility study in Sallins to further increase 

commuter parking in response to demand. Kildare County Council’s pricing policy incentivises the 

use of off-street car parks for long-stay/commuter parking. Off-street car parking is also provided 

by the private sector in towns throughout the county. 

 

A car sharing pilot scheme is underway at 4 towns in County Kildare - Naas, Athy, Kildare and 

Maynooth. The council is providing free off-street car parking to GoCar (www.gocar.ie), who 

operate the scheme, and report that 92% of bookings are via a mobile app. The pilot scheme is 

promising and there is an opportunity for growth over the coming months.  

Engagement with two bike share schemes has also taken place - URBO and BleeperBike Ireland. 

The Roads Department is fully supportive of proposals to trial bike sharing schemes in a number 

of towns. Secure bicycle lockers will shortly be installed in a number of towns following the 

completion of a recent procurement process.  

In addition to the provision of long-stay commuter parking and sustainable travel support, the 

council is actively examining the use of Parking Variable Message Signs coupled with in-ground 

vehicle detection sensors to optimise information sharing and the use of parking spaces.  

A further report from Ms V Cooke, A/Senior Executive Officer stated the members have included a 

number of policies regarding park and ride facilities, in the Kildare County Development Plan 2017 

– 2023.   Under the section 6.4 which considers our public transport policy, policy PT9 states: 

“Facilitate the provision of park and ride facilities in appropriate locations within convenient reach 

of transport nodes and along strategic transport corridors.” 
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Under section 6.6, which details policy on roads and street network, two policies are included.   

Policy NR6 states that: 

“Co-operate with other agencies in the provision of additional links between the national road 

network and public transport especially rail and bus transport including strategic park and ride 

facilities.” 

Policy PK1 states that: 

“Prepare parking strategies and investigate the appropriate locations for vehicular, bicycle and 

park and ride facilities within the county. The council will seek to provide these facilities either on 

its own or in co-operation with others. The locations of such facilities can be identified where 

appropriate through the Local Area Plan process or any planning processes/mechanisms. In 

relation to proposed new park and ride sites, the council will ensure such facilities are plan led in a 

co-ordinated strategy for such sites in consultation with the NTA and TII where appropriate.” 

All of the above policies will allow for the development of strategies in partnership with public and 

private transport service providers for the provision of facilities in consultation with the NTA and TII 

where appropriate.  

Councillor McEvoy thanked the Roads and Planning departments for the comprehensive reports 

stating the emphasis has to be on facilitating and linking with public transport. Mr N Morrissey, 

Director of Service stated the council is doing a lot of work in this area and there are a number of 

stakeholders involved such as Irish Rail, NTA, TII and Bus Eireann and confirmed that the 

member’s comments were noted.  

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor McEvoy, seconded by Councillor Larkin and agreed by the 

members present that the report be noted.  
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21/0218 

To improve community networking 

The following motion in the name of Councillor O’Neill was considered. 

To help improve community networking, that the council facilitates the Public Participation Network 

(PPN) to have a speed dating style introduction evening for all its members and that the PPN 

produces a monthly newsletter which would describe its output and feature one member per 

month in detail. 

The motion was proposed by Councillor O’Neill and seconded by Councillor Redmond. 

A report from Ms AM Conneeley, A/Senior Executive Officer stated the PPN Secretariat is 

currently developing their work programme for 2018 and included in this will be a communications 

strategy. If the members are in agreement, this suggestion will be brought to the next planned 

workshop meeting.  

Councillor O’Neill welcomed the report and stated the importance of information and resource 

sharing and asked if consideration could be given to running this event in April/May in advance of  

the start of the festival season. 

 

Ms S Kavanagh, Director of Services stated she would bring this suggestion back to the PPN 

secretariat. 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor O’Neill, seconded by Councillor Redmond and agreed by 

the members present that the report be noted.  

 

22/0218 

To confirm Irish Water has made provision with Transport Infrastructure Ireland for 

rising main sewers 

The following motion in the name of Councillor Brett was considered. 

That the council confirm if Irish Water has made provision with Transport Infrastructure Ireland for 

rising main sewers to be included as part of the Sallins bypass and inner relief road in order to 

speed up the provision of badly needed capacity as part of Irish Water contract 2B in both Clane 

and Sallins. 

The motion was proposed by Councillor Brett and seconded by Councillor Durkan. 
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A report from Mr E Fagan, Administrative Officer stated that Irish Water have an agreement with 

Kildare County Council to deliver sections of sewer and rising main for the Upper Liffey Valley 

Regional Sewerage Scheme Contract 2B under the M7 Naas Newbridge ByPass Upgrade and M7 

Osberstown Interchange & R407 Sallins ByPass Contract where both contracts overlap. 

Councillor Brett stated this was an ideal opportunity to advance these works and it would be great 

if this pipework could be delivered alongside the works ongoing at the moment. Mr J Boland, 

Director of Service stated that the Contract 2B is extremely important for the future development of 

Sallins and Clane. He confirmed planning permission has been granted for the pumping station at 

Clane and stated that SIAC will carry out works where there is an opportunity to do so alongside 

the ongoing road works. 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Brett seconded by Councillor Durkan and agreed by the 

members present that the report be noted.  

 

23/0218 

That Kildare County Council through its Local Community Development Committee applies 

to join the National Network of Healthy City/Healthy Councils in Ireland 

The following motion in the name of Councillor McLoughlin Healy was considered. 

 

Following in the footsteps of Galway, Waterford, Cork, Offaly, South Dublin, Limerick and Mayo 

that Kildare County Council, through its Local Community Development Committee (LCDC), 

applies to join the National Network of Healthy City/Healthy Councils in Ireland. 

The motion was proposed by Councillor McLoughlin Healy and seconded by Councillor Redmond 

A report from Ms S Bookle, Director Integrated Services Programme County Kildare 

and Co-ordinator Kildare Local Community Development Committee (LCDC) stated that at its 

meeting held on 05 July 2017, the Kildare Local Community and Development Committee agreed 

to join the National Network of Healthy City/Councils of Ireland. This was communicated to and 

acknowledged by the relevant personnel in the HSE and Department of Environment (now Rural 

and Community Development). Following receipt of this motion, clarification was sought from the 

HSE/Department and a response is awaited. 

A significant ‘Healthy Ireland in Kildare’ programme is currently being rolled out across the county 

which commenced in January 2018 and will conclude in March. This was launched in Áras Chill 
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Dara on the 21 February by Catherina McKiernan, a short flyer of events has been circulated to all 

the members. 

Councillor McLoughlin Healy welcomed the Healthy Ireland in Kildare initiative and stated it was 

her understanding that once you adhered to the World Health Organisations criteria you are 

entitled to join the network. She queried had Kildare County Council met the required criteria and 

what were the council’s plans around Healthy Ireland in Kildare post March and requested a 

progress report for the next meeting.  

Ms Kavanagh, Director of Service stated the council were advised of Healthy Ireland Funding in 

the summer of 2017 and at that stage we advised the Department of Health we wanted to join the 

network. She confirmed Kildare County Council are awaiting a response from the Department on 

this and confirmed the council will continue the Healthy Ireland in Kildare programme post March. 

The Mayor confirmed the launch of the Healthy Ireland in Kildare programme on the 21 February 

by Ms Catherina McKiernan had been a great success and complimented all those working in this 

area for the significant achievements made on a very limited budget. He also confirmed that a 5K 

run was being held in Naas on the 15 April and encouraged everyone to get involved. 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor McLoughlin Healy seconded by Councillor Redmond and 

agreed by the members present that the report be noted.  

 

24/0218 

A review of all unauthorised developments in the last four years and the amount that have 

ended in court action or otherwise 

The following motion in the name of Councillor Redmond was considered. 

That the council give the members a review of all unauthorized developments in the last 4 years 

and the amount that have ended in court action or otherwise. 

 

The motion was proposed by Councillor Redmond and seconded by Councillor O’Neill. 

A report from Ms V Cooke, A/Senior Executive Officer stated that the council is not in a position to 

issue such a report at this time as that level of detail is not to hand without engaging in a 

considerable amount of manual research. A report will issue to the March meeting of council. 
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Councillor Redmond stated he was interested in getting indicative figures around the timeframes 

for compliance on cases of unauthorised development ie. how many end up in court and how 

many get resolved.  Mr Minnock, Director of Service stated the information being sought is not 

readily available and would take significant resources to prepare and stated that a summary report 

would be made available for the March meeting.  

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Redmond seconded by Councillor O’Neill and agreed by 

the members present that the report be noted and a summary report be made available at the 

March meeting.  

 

25/0218 

Update on the homeless hub in the south of the county 

The following motion in the name of Councillor Cronin was considered. 

That the members receive an update on the homeless hub in the south of the county, including the 

number of inspections, the length of time families are staying in the hub, any further plans for 

additional hubs throughout the county and when the council can see the use of these facilities 

coming to an end. 

 

The motion was proposed by Councillor Cronin and seconded by Councillor Lynch 

A report from Mr T McDonnell, Director of Service stated that the Peter McVerry Trust operates 

the family hub in Athy, on behalf of Kildare County Council, which provides Supported Temporary 

Accommodation to families referred by the Homelessness Unit.  The hub opened in July 2017 to 

provide accommodation and support to families moving out of the facility within a period of 6 

months. There are currently 6 families in occupation and 7 families have moved from the hub into 

alternative accommodation since it was first opened.  In addition, a planning application from the 

Peter McVerry Trust was submitted for modifications to and change of use of the existing 

community centre to provide a further two apartments beside the facility and this is currently the 

subject of a further information request. 

Opportunities for a hub in the north of the county are currently being explored and members will be 

advised should this progress. 
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At this point in time with one facility just opened in the county in 2017 and opportunities being 

sought for opening another it is difficult to outline a time when the use of these facilities will come 

to an end. 

Councillor Cronin thanked the Director for the report stating these hubs should not be seen as a 

long-term solution to the housing crisis and enquired regarding the length of time that families are 

staying in the hubs. Mr McDonnell confirmed the typical turnaround would be 6 months and added 

that the quality of the accommodation is far superior than what is available in the private sector. 

He further noted that there is a manager on site and inspections are carried out on a regular basis 

to ensure the hub is operating correctly. The Chief Executive encouraged any members who have 

not yet visited the facility, to do so and that the council would be happy to facilitate any such visit.  

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Cronin seconded by Councillor Lynch and agreed by all 

members present that the report be noted.  

 

26/0218 

That the council seeks a policy change whereby low cost immediate remedial measures are 

used on primary or secondary roads  

The following motion in the name of Councillor Lynch was considered. 

Considering the high cost and technical difficulties of improving road safety at junctions such as 

Dagwelds, Kinneagh and Coill Dubh cross, that the council seeks a policy change whereby low 

cost immediate remedial measures, such as chicanes are used on primary or secondary roads in 

critical locations where appropriate, at the request of the public and the members. 

The motion was proposed by Councillor Lynch and seconded by Councillor Redmond. 

 A report from Ms E Wright, Senior Executive Officer stated that the Roads Department policy is to 

examine, in the first instance, all requests for road safety interventions via the Technical 

Assessment and Advisory Group (TAAG).  Applications for low cost remedial measures are 

compiled and submitted to the Department of Transport Tourism and Sport (DTTAS) on an annual 

basis for funding support to carry out works, where deemed necessary and feasible.  Where low 

cost measures are not achievable, efforts are made to secure funding via other mechanisms and 

sources i.e. via planning conditions, submissions to An Bord Pleanála, special grants etc.  The 

design of traffic calming measures on regional roads/junctions is governed by the DTTAS Design 

Manual for Urban Roads and Streets (DMURS).  Engineering interventions are determined by the 
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existing speed limits in addition to other relevant local conditions such as road widths, surface 

condition and other constraints.    

Councillor Lynch stated he did not accept the report as at the last meeting of the Kildare-

Newbridge Municipal District it was stated that funds were not available for the low cost remedial 

measures projects and asked that the matter be referred to the relevant Strategic Policy 

Committee for further discussion.  Councillor S Power supported Councillor Lynch’s request 

stating the council would be negligent if it does not prioritise works at junctions that have claimed 

lives. Mr N Morrissey stated the council must adhere to the Design Guidelines for these type of 

works and the only option available to us is the Lost Cost Remedial Measures (LCRM) funding 

scheme of which a limited number are sanctioned on a yearly basis. Councillor Lynch stated a lot 

of the improvements needed would be too costly for the LCRM scheme and the council needs to 

look elsewhere for funding or devise different methods to address the issue. Mr Morrissey 

reiterated the point that he would not ignore the advice of his engineers and this was not a policy 

matter thus should not be dealt with by the SPC.  

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Lynch seconded by Councillor Redmond and agreed by 

the members present that the motion be referred to the Transportation, Roads and Public Safety 

SPC for consideration.  

 

Tairisceana Reatha Nach feidhmeanna na Comhairle Contae iad 

Current Motions Non-Kildare County Council Functions  

27/0218 

Kildare County Council invites the Union of Students in Ireland to give a presentation to the 

council on a publicly funded model for higher education 

The following motion in the name of Councillor Young was considered: 

Following on from the Cassell's report on the funding of higher education, published in March 

2016, a decision on the future funding of Higher Education is now imminent – including the 

possibility of a student loan scheme being introduced in Ireland. Noting that Carlow, Cavan, 

Leitrim, Limerick City and County, Tipperary and Waterford City and County Councils have passed 

motions in support of publicly funded education, Kildare County Council resolves to invite the 



Kildare County Council  
 
 

 
Kildare County Council minutes 260218                                                                    Page 21 
 

Union of Students in Ireland (USI) to give a presentation to this council in the near future on a 

publicly funded model for higher education. 

The motion was proposed by Councillor Young and seconded by Councillor Pender. 

A report from Ms M McIvor, Senior Executive Officer, Corporate Services Department stated this 

request had also been received by Members Services and will be listed for consideration by the 

Corporate Policy Group. To note, a similar request was received in June 2017 which was 

considered by CPG who subsequently referred it to the Protocol Committee for an opinion, who 

refused the request. 

Councillor Young expressed his disappointment at the report and asked that the matter be referred 

to the Corporate Policy Group (CPG) for consideration. The Mayor noted there is a list of 

deputations/presentations already agreed to come before full council. Councillor S Power 

suggested that if agreed by CPG, the presentation could be made in advance of a monthly 

meeting ie. 12.30pm. 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Young seconded by Councillor Pender and agreed by the 

members present that the request from the Union of Students in Ireland (USI) be referred to the 

Corporate Policy Group for consideration.  

 

 

The meeting concluded. 

 

 


